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The evolution of competition law is critical to the 
legal and corporate sectors of developing and 
mature jurisdictions.  This session will look at 
selected key aspects of how different jurisdictions 
have developed their competition law structures, 
and the lessons that can be learned.

It is imperative to consider when a general 
mandatory merger control regime should be 
introduced, and the form that this should take.  Also 
relevant is how to identify and dismantle 
cross-border cartels, with a focus on recent trends 
and practical challenges. For Malaysia in particular, 
an additional issue that arises is how to deal with 
state-owned enterprises and government-linked 
companies, as well as the existence of dominant and 
de jure or de facto monopolies, including the 
question of whether such enterprises prevent, 
restrict or distort competition in markets, and 
negatively impact consumers in Malaysia, as well as 
the case for reform.

Janet Hui Yung Yung is recognised as a leading 
lawyer in antitrust matters by Chambers 
Asia-Pacific, and regularly advises on complicated 
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Serene Seet is the Principal Legal Counsel of 
the Legal Division of the Competition and 
Consumer Commission of Singapore.  She 
leads and supervises teams on various 
antitrust investigations, policy matters, 
government advisories, as well the review of 
the competition legislation and guidelines.

Iskandar Ismail has helmed the Investigation 
& Enforcement Division in the Malaysia 
Competition Commission (“MyCC”) since 
February 2013.  Admitted to the High Court 
of Malaya as an advocate and solicitor, he has 
served at Bank Negara Malaysia as a 
Prosecuting Officer, and was a member of the 
pioneer prosecuting team in the Bank’s Legal 
Department until 2005.  Prior to joining MyCC, he 
was an Assistant Trial Attorney with the United 
Nations International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda in Tanzania for eight years.  He is 
currently listed in the Justice Rapid Response 
expert roster, a professional service provider to 
entities that have the jurisdiction or mandate to 
investigate, fact-find or carry out inquiries 
wherever mass atrocities may have occurred.

As technology charges into the legal sector, law 
firms must consider the need to embrace and 
leverage on technological innovations in order to 
stay relevant and competitive.  Consequently, there 
has been a rising trend of law firms venturing to 
integrate legal technology (“legaltech”) into their 
daily operations, but Malaysian law firms have 
generally been cautious about adopting legaltech. 

Should these law firms welcome, or shy away from, 
these innovations?  What are the opportunities, 
obstacles, and rules?  What is the impact on law 
firms that choose to invest in innovations that offer 
greater values to clients, or adopt technological 
tools to enhance productivity and performance?  
Can law firms piggyback on each other’s 
innovations, and thus avoid reinventing the wheel?  

Tomorrow’s Law Firms: Innovation in the Legal Profession
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routine court attendances.

Dato’ Quek Ngee Meng has been in legal practice 
for more than two decades.  His law firm leverages 
on technology innovations to bridge the gap 
between lawyers and clients, and to enhance the 
provision of legal services.  

Leon Gan Han Chen has been instrumental in 
project management for the development of 
legaltech within his law firm, and will contribute to 
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cross-border transactions with respect to 
transaction structuring, solutions and related 
matters.

Atsushi Yamada focuses on competition law, and 
advises on investigations by competition 
authorities.  He provides representation to 
challenge decisions made by competition 
authorities, works on follow-on civil litigation, and 
merger filings.  He also counsels on structuring 
new businesses and compliance.  

Dr Derek Ritzmann has practised as an economist 
for more than two decades, and specialises in the 
economics of competition, regulation and 
arbitration.  Based in Hong Kong, he has worked 
across the Asia-Pacific region. He was the first 
Chief Economist of the Hong Kong Competition 
Commission, in the Chief Economist Team at the 
European Commission’s Competition 
Directorate, and was the Principal Economist (for 
both competition and telecommunications 
regulation) at the Australian Competition and 
Consumer Commission.

Anand Raj is a Member of the Malaysian Bar, and 
currently acts for four large companies in the 
general insurance industry that are under 
investigation by the MyCC.  These clients have 
between them 42% of the market share of the 
relevant market.  He will moderate this session.

Session Host
Inter-Pacific Bar Association

This session features four speakers with 
experience in legaltech, who will share insights 
and anecdotes on how to navigate between the 
collaborative — and sometimes conflicting — 
spaces between legislation, regulatory and policy 
restrictions, and innovation, as digital disruption 
comes to the fore in the legal landscape.

Thavakumar Kandiahpillai is the Head of Legal 
and Contracts at Sapura Exploration & 
Production, and will offer perspectives on  
technological advancement in the corporate 
sector.  

Fahri Azzat is a Member of the Malaysian Bar and 
the creator and founder of Locum Legalis — the 
first Malaysian smartphone application 
exclusively for lawyers to find locums to attend 

perspectives on how and why such a journey may be 
necessary to remain competitive.  

Shanmuga Kanesalingam, co-founder of the 
popular public interest website LoyarBurok and a 
Member of the Malaysian Bar, will moderate this 
session. 

Session Sponsor
Messrs Halim, Hong & Quek

Currently, female students make up about 62% of 
university enrolment in Malaysia, and women 
lawyers comprise 52% of the Malaysian Bar.  The 
argument is often heard that the legal field is 
therefore “balanced”.  However, there are concerns 
that there are persistent gender disparities.  The 
journey for a woman to fulfil her ambition in the 
legal sector — and in any other field — requires hard 
work, commitment and sacrifice, more so if she aims 
to reach the pinnacle.  For a woman, this is also 
about resilience in the face of bias, demonstrations 
of courage in ordinary circumstances, and an 
unerring sense of direction and purpose.  The 
panellists will examine the proverbial “glass ceiling”, 
and the issues that women in the law contend with 
on a daily basis. 

The Honourable Justice Margaret Beazley AO will 
share her viewpoint on the essentiality of women in 
the workplace, in the context of the Australian legal 
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President of 
LAWASIA.  She 
is also actively 
involved in 
writing and 
speaking on 
legal ethics, 
gender, children and elder issues, and does 
extensive pro bono work for the local community.

Dr Elsa Satkunasingam is attached to 
Perbadanan Insurans Deposit Malaysia (“PIDM”), 
and is the Deputy General Manager of the 
Corporate Secretariat.  Her role requires her to 
research best practices in corporate governance 
in the private and public sector to be implemented 
in PIDM, and she will provide useful corporate 
governance perspectives to this discussion.

Sitpah SelvaratnamThe Hon Justice 
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profession. Considering the existence of the “glass 
ceiling”, she will discuss whether a change of 
language to focus on “a culture of leadership” or “a 
culture of diversity” could be helpful to establish a 
more empowering norm for gender equality.  She 
is also interested to probe into the attrition rate 
among female lawyers, and examine the 
mechanisms and policies for increasing retention, 
and ensuring that women are given equal 
opportunities to advance their careers. It comes 
as no surprise that Justice Beazley has a wealth of 
knowledge on gender issues that affect women 
lawyers across Australia, as she was the first 
woman to sit exclusively in the Federal Court of 
Australia, and the New South Wales Court before 
her elevation to become the President of the 
Court of Appeal in 2013.

Malathi Das, an experienced commercial litigation 
lawyer, was the first woman and Singaporean 

Sitpah Selvaratnam, a senior Member of the 
Malaysian Bar, is known for her work in the field of 
maritime and shipping law. She moderates this 
session, which will explore the issues faced by 
women in the course of their legal careers, and how 
gender inequality remains a challenge in the legal 
workplace.  This will also be an opportunity to 
explore what kinds of initiatives are needed to 
address the imbalance in gender representation in 
leadership positions in the legal profession.
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Regional investigations require both global 
and local expertise to achieve the best 
outcomes.  Alongside arbitration, this is the 
fastest-growing area of practice in Asia for 
dispute resolution lawyers.  

The panellists will draw on decades of 
experience practising across the Asian 
region, to explain why a successful outcome 
to an investigation so often involves 
coupling local knowledge with global 
practices. They will explain what can, and 
often does, go wrong when clients use one 
without the other, and illustrate using 
examples from cases they have handled. 

Regional investigations are often 
high-profile and have huge reputational 
impact, and can be leveraged to grab the 
attention of the upper echelons of 
management.  Understanding how to deal 
with prevalent issues and avoid mistakes is 
therefore crucial. 

How to Conduct Regional Investigations
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Dato’ Lim Chee Wee was past President 
of the Malaysian Bar from 2011 to 2013.  
He is a Partner in the Dispute Resolution 
Division of Messrs Skrine. 

Peter Godwin has been ranked by Asia 
Pacific Legal 500 and Chambers Asia 
Pacific as a “leading individual” in dispute 
resolution for more than a decade, and 
advises on all manner of contractual and 
other disputes including insolvency, fraud 
and employment issues. He will moderate 
this session.

Kyle Wombolt is regarded as “one of the 
cornerstones of investigations work in 
Asia” because he has led investigations and 
compliance projects in more than 40 
countries worldwide.  He focuses on 
multi-jurisdictional corruption, money 
laundering, regulatory, fraud and 
accounting investigations, as well as trade 
and sanctions issues involving 
multinational and major regional 
corporates.

Narendra Adiyasa’s portfolio focuses on 
representing the interests of foreign 
parties in Indonesian litigation, and 
arbitration and alternative dispute 
resolution proceedings.  He also advises 
on contingency planning and crisis 
management (proactive and reactive) in 
relation to strikes, health and safety 
breaches, termination of employment, 
regulatory investigations and others 
employment issues.

Session Sponsor
Herbert Smith Freehills

Kyle Wombolt Dato’ Lim Chee Wee Peter Godwin

Sports personalities raise the bar in sports 
law by coming together in this discourse 
about regional sporting issues involving 
sports integrity, anti-doping, and the 
emergence of eSports.  Sports enthusiasts 
will be able to explore how to develop in this 
practice area, which has the potential to 
become a key component of legal practice 
within the regional legal community. 

Speakers with experience in sports media 
and image rights in sports will also be 
present to provide input into these specific 
areas of focus.

Gobinathan Nair is the Director-General of 
the South East Asia Regional Anti-Doping 
Organization, and the external auditor of 
the World Anti-Doping Agency.

Nick De Marco QC is recognised as a 
leading sports lawyers in the UK, and the 
foremost practitioner in football disputes.  

Sports Law: Step Up the Game! Towards a South East Asian Sports Law Framework
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World Championships as well as the 1988 
and 1992 Olympics.  He was conferred 
“The National Sportsman of the Year” 
Award in 1988.  He is currently Deputy 
President of the Malaysian Olympians 
Association, and Head of Dentsu Sports 
Malaysia.

Dato’ Low Beng Choo is currently the 
Secretary-General of the World Baseball 
Softball Confederation, and a member of 
the International Olympic Committee.  
She is also the Honorary Life President of 
Softball Confederation of Asia.  She is a 

Gobinathan Nair Nick De Marco QC Andrew Mercer Jeffrey Ong

He acts for football clubs, confederations 
(including the Asian Football 
Confederation (“AFC”) in Asia), 
federations, players, and agents in 
commercial and regulatory disputes 
before Fédération Internationale de 
Football Association (“FIFA”), Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (“CAS”), and various 
domestic forums.  He was appointed as a 
Queen’s Counsel in February 2018.

Andrew Mercer is a UK-qualified lawyer 
with extensive experience in the football 
sector.  He has joined the AFC in Kuala 
Lumpur as Deputy Legal Director, with 
primary responsibility for leading the 
Sports Legal Services, Disciplinary and 
Governance department.

Jeffrey Ong represented Malaysia in 
various elite international competitions, 
including the South East Asian Games, 
Asian Games, Commonwealth Games, 

Member of the Malaysian 
Bar who has served on 
various committees of the 
Bar Council over the 
years.

Richard Wee Thiam Seng, 
Head of the Sports Law 
Practice Group in Messrs 
MahWengKwai & Associates, will moderate 
this session. 

Session Host
Bar Council Malaysia

Dato’ Low Beng 
Choo 

Delegates will gain a macro perspective on 
the environment for United Kingdom (“UK”) 
trade and trade in legal services as a 
member of the European Union (“EU”), as 
well as the positive and negative impact of 
Brexit for lawyers and businesses trading 
between Asia and the UK.  In exploring what 
is next for UK lawyers outside the EU, and 
foreign lawyers and clients trading with the 
UK post-Brexit, the panellists will discuss 
the trade environment in Malaysia and the 
wider ASEAN region — both in general and 
in terms of legal services.  They will delve 
into how the outcome of the recent  General 
Election in Malaysia influences lawyers 
doing international business.

Delegates will also have the opportunity to 
gain some Malaysian perspectives. Key 
questions that will be considered include 
whether Malaysians — and Malaysian 
lawyers — care about Brexit, and whether 
Brexit makes a difference to Malaysian 
clients and those looking to trade with the 
UK.  Is Brexit relevant to doing legal 
business with ASEAN? Are there 

Global Britain: Trade between the United Kingdom and Asia Post-Brexit
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and public-listed companies, financial 
institutions, multinational corporations 
and professional practices.  He also acts in 
tax, libel, construction and insurance 
disputes.  He is noted as a leading 
individual for dispute resolution work in 
Malaysia by several publications including 
Legal 500, Chambers and Asialaw.

Christina Blacklaws is the current 
President of The Law Society of England 
and Wales.  She is passionate about 
diversity and inclusion, as she is involved in 
many initiatives that focus on women in 
leadership roles in the law.  She also 
represents the Women Lawyer’s Division, 
and sits on the Thomson Reuters Women 

opportunities for lawyers doing 
international business between Malaysia 
and the UK, such in the sector of Islamic 
finance? 

Mickaël Laurans joined the Law Society’s 
International Department in 2003, and is 
an expert on the EU internal market in 
legal services and international trade 
issues.

Fara Mohammad was recently listed as 
one of the top 50 Influential Women in 
Islamic Business and Finance by a leading 
global publication, and is experienced in 
many types of Islamic financial products 
covering a range of asset types, 
investment classes and industry sectors.  
She is involved in various transactions 
relating to inward investment into the UK, 
particularly from Asia.

Nahendran Navaratnam has over 30 
years of experience handling trial and 
appellate work in corporate, commercial 
and administrative law disputes for private 

in Law Advisory Board and on the advisory 
boards for women in law (Legal Week) and 
for LawSmart (a social mobility collective).  
Christina will moderate this session.

Session Host and Sponsor
The Law Society of England and Wales
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